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Jean Feldman, Ph.D has over 35 years experience in education as a classroom 
teacher, author and consultant. Dr. Feldman has an M.A. in Early Childhood and a Ph.D. 
in Curriculum and Instruction from Georgia State University. She is a member of the 
National Association for the Education of Young Children, National Kindergarten Alli-
ance and the International Reading Association. Dr. Feldman inspires teachers across the 
country with her engaging songs and creative activities that help make teaching and 
learning FUN!

Featured Speakers

Greg & Steve are the number-one selling children’s music duo in the              
country, with more than 3 million recordings sold to date. Their motto is    
“Educate, Motivate, Enrich & Entertain.” Greg & Steve have won numerous 
accolades, including 9 Parent’s Choice Awards, 2 Dr. Toy Awards, a NAPPA 
Award and Early Childhood News’ Directors Choice Award. Greg & Steve will be 
kicking off the Pre-K Conference with a free concert in Vendor Hall on Tuesday 
evening & delivering the Opening Keynote on Wednesday morning!

Dr. Sue Bredekamp is an early childhood education specialist from                                             
Washington, DC who serves as a consultant on curriculum, teaching, and profession-
al development for national organizations such as NAEYC, the Council for Professional                                               
Recognition, and Head Start. From 1981 to1998, she was Director of Accreditation 
& Professional Development for NAEYC where she developed & directed a national ac-
creditation system for early childhood programs. She is the primary author of NAEYC’s                                                                                                                                          
Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs, the 1987 and 1997 
editions, and co-editor of the 2009 revision. 

Marsha D. Raulerson MD, MEd, FAAP, has practiced pediatrics in Brewton, AL 
since 1981. Before attending Medical School at the University of Florida, she taught school 
for 6 years and was a reading specialist. Dr. Raulerson started the first Reach Out and 
Read Program in Alabama. She is a former president of the Medical Association of the 
State of Alabama, the Alabama Chapter of American Academy of Pediatrics and VOICES 
for Alabama’s Children. She presently serves as a member of the Committee for Federal 
Government Affairs for the AAP & is the leader for Healthy Community-Healthy Children 
in Escambia County.
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R. Franklin Trimm, III, MD, FAAP, is a board certified Developmental-Behav-
ioral Pediatrician and professor and Vice Chair of Pediatrics at the University of South 
Alabama Children and Women’s Hospital. He is involved in teaching medical students 
in pre-clinical and clinical years, physician-assistant students, pediatric residents, as 
well as PT, OT and Speech students in the classroom and clinical settings. Dr. Trimm is 
also active in developing Continuing Medical Education and Maintenance of Certification 
programs through the American Academy of Pediatrics for Development-Behavioral 
Pediatricians. 

Larry Griffin, M.Ed, National Education Consultant - Assessment Specialist, is 
one of Kaplan’s most dynamic national trainers. He joined Kaplan in December 2000 
and his enthusiasm and experience have been a termendous asset to Kaplan. He is 
an eloquent speaker and draws from his vast experience in early education to make 
his presentations entertaining and relevant. Larry has a B.A. in Early Childhood and 
Elementary Education from the University of North Carolina at Charlotte. Addition-
ally, he holds a M.Ed. in Education Administration with an emphasis in curriculum and 
instruction.
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Pre-Conference Presenters
Tuesday, April 19, 2011

Mary Jo Huff is a nationally recognized author, Early Childhood 
educator, storyteller, puppeteer, and recording artist.  She has trained 
teachers nationwide on the importance of language and literacy through 
the power of telling stories. Mary Jo is the author of seven resource 
books for early childhood and has recorded three multi- award-winning,                  
interactive CD’s with stories, songs, and finger plays.

Rae Pica has been a children’s physical activity specialist since 1980. 
A former adjunct instructor with the University of New Hampshire, she 
is the author of 18 books written for the parents of children birth to 
eight. Rae is known for her lively and informative workshop and keynote                   
presentations and has shared her expertise with such groups as the Sesame 
Street Research Department, the Head Start Bureau, Centers for Disease 
Control, the President’s Council on Physical Fitness and Sports and state                                                                                                              
health departments throughout the country.

Lynn Hogue & Mickey Sarquis have wowed audiences 
around the world with their science professional development and 
outreach programs. Their “Big Science for Little Hands” workshop 
shows educators how to transform everday things like sponges, cray-
ons, and toy cars into powerful learning tools for young children. 
Teachers have loved their high energy & exciting hands-on activities 
from their 3 book series.

Judy Jablon brings passion, enthusiasm, and more than 25 years of 
experience as consultant, project director, facilitator, presenter, coach, 
trainer, product developer, author, college instructor, and elementary 
classroom teacher. Throughout her career, Judy has been committed to 
helping people be successful in their endeavors, working with them to 
solve problems until they are satisfied, optimistic, and organized to take 
actions toward well-articulated results.
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Conference At-A-Glance

Pre-Conference Day
Tuesday, April 19, 2011

		  7:00am - 8:00am			   Registration

		  8:00am - 11:00am			   Pre-Conference Sessions Begin

		  11:00am - 1:00pm			   Lunch / Trip to the State House

		  1:00pm - 4:00pm			   Pre-Conference Sessions Resume

		  5:00pm - 6:00pm			   Kick-Off Concert with Greg & Steve
							         in Vendor Hall - Exhibitors Open

Wednesday, April 20, 2011
		  7:30am - 9:00am			   Registration / Vendors 

		  9:00am - 10:30am			   Opening Session with Greg & Steve

		  10:45am - 12:15pm		  Session 1

		  12:30pm - 2:00pm			  Awards Luncheon with Dr. Sue Bredekamp		
							       OR Lunch on Your Own / Vendors
		  2:00pm - 3:30pm			   Session 2

		  3:45pm - 5:15pm			   Session 3

		  5:15pm - 7:00pm			   Vendors

Thursday, April 21, 2011
		  7:00am - 8:00am			   Registration / Vendors 

		  8:00am - 9:30am			   General Session with 
							       Dr. Marsha Raulerson & Guests

		  9:45am - 11:00am			   Session 4

		  11:15am - 12:30pm		  Closing Session with Dr. Jean Feldman

		  12:30pm - 12:45pm		  Door Prizes / Closing Remarks
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Pre-K Day at the State House
Tuesday, April 19, 2011 - The Alabama Office of School Readiness along with Alabama School 
Readiness Alliance, the Alabama School Board Association and Alabama Partnership for Children 
will be hosting “Pre-K Day” on the steps of the Alabama State House in Montgomery, Alabama 
on April 19, 2011 at 11:30am. Join Pre-K teachers and advocates from around the state for 
this special event. The Office of School Readiness will provide charter buses from the Renaissance 
Convention Center to the steps of the State House.  Buses 
will begin transporting all that are interested in attend-
ing starting at 11:00am that morning.  

All participants that purchase a lunch through 
their conference registration will be allotted 
time after the event to eat their lunch at the 

Renaissance Convention Center.  

			   We hope to see you there!!

First Class Friends Awards Luncheon
Roadmap to Developmentally Appropriate Practice

Wednesday, April 20, 2011 - Please join us at the 3rd Annual First Class Friends of Alabama’s 
Children Awards Luncheon, which will be held on April 20, 2011 at The Renaissance Convention 
Center.  The Keynote Speaker for the luncheon will be Dr. Sue Bredekamp.  The theme for the 
luncheon will be “Roadmap to Developmentally Appropriate Practice”. Dr. Bredekamp’s keynote 
will address the importance of developing practices that promote optimal learning for all chil-
dren. Educators are most successful when the decisions made at all levels 
- from policy makers to families - support what is developmentally appro-
priate for the care & education of young children. Don’t miss this unique                                                                                        
opportunity to share time with a leader in early childhood education.

To register for this event, please refer to the registration form and include 
all fees associated with this event.  Space is limited!! 

Special Events

Kick Off Concert with Greg & Steve!
Tuesday, April 19, 2011

5:00 pm in Vendor Hall

Be among the first attendees to visit the 
Vendors & Exhibitors & get the goodies before they 

run out! Enjoy some time in Vendor Hall with 
friends & listen to some fun, 

upbeat music by Greg & Steve! 

Sponsored by Alabama Head Start Association!
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Subject Areas for Workshop Sessions

Advocacy / Public Awareness / Issues in Pre-K

Classroom Practices (i.e. Assessment, Center Time, Transitions)

Developmentally Appropriate Practice and Social Emotional Development

The Exceptional Child

Health and Safety

Language and Literacy

Math and Science

Music and Art

Parent Relations / Involvement

Session Selections - Indicate which classes you would like to attend by writing 
the Class Code on the Registration Form in the appropriate time slot. Make a 1st, 2nd, 
& 3rd choice for each time slot. Sessions will fill up quickly. Sessions will be filled on a 
first come, first serve basis. If no alternate preferences are indicated on the Registration 
Form, you may be placed in a session based solely on availability.

Tuesday, April 19, 2011                 
Pre-Conference Sessions    

8:00am - 4:00pm
Choose one session for the entire day.

OSR001 - Big Science for Little Hands (Hogue, Lynn / Sarquis, Mickey): This session will demonstrate activi-
ties and pedagogy that can be used to introduce developmentally appropriate experiences of inquiry, explorations 
and science process skills to Pre-K children. (Math & Science)

OSR002 - Moving and Learning (Pica, Rae): When we think of the words “children” and “movement”, physical 
development is usually the first benefit to come to mind. Physical development, in terms of movement skills and 
fitness, is critical in early childhood; but, movement also has much to offer in the cognitive and social/emotional 
domains. This session explores movement’s valuable role in all aspects of a child’s development and demonstrates 
just how easy it is to make movement part of every child’s life and education. (Classroom Practices)

OSR003 - Powerful Interactions (Jablon, Judy): This session will examine Powerful Interactions in which 
teachers intentionally connect with the child and extend the child’s learning. Participants will learn how to 
turn everyday interactions into Powerful Interactions using a three-step approach: be present so you can be 
intentional; connect to deepen your relationship with the child; and extend learning in ways that are individually 
responsive to each child. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional Development)

OSR004 - Storytellin’ Time (Huff, Mary Jo): Participants discover the magic that storytelling can bring to the 
classroom and library! They discover the importance of fostering a love of language while developing basic skills, 
learning language & having fun. Attendees will explore varieties of stories to use and go away with material 
that can be adapted immediately. (Language & Literacy)
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Wednesday, April 20, 2011
Opening Session with Greg & Steve

9:00am - 10:30am
OSR006 - Music, Moving & Learning with Greg & Steve: This lively session will demonstrate how to use music 
as a tangible means to teach basic skills, encourage language acquisition, develop social awareness, diversity and 
to motivate children to learn while having fun!

				    Session 1 		  10:45am - 12:15pm

OSR101 - Autism Spectrum Disorder: Early Identification and Intervention (DeRamus, Michelle / Dickey, Kelly): 
This presentation will define Autism Spectrum Disorder, describe the signs and symptoms in young children and 
identify strategies for successful intervention in the classroom setting. (The Exceptional Child)

OSR102 - Beef-up Your Pre-K Curriculum (Lewis, Bisa Batten): Upgrade your pre-k curriculum by implementing 
innovative exploration, group engagement & outdoor play activities. Meet national standards for best practices by 
planning developmentally appropriate activities that incorporate traditional monthly themes stimulated by modern 
weekly studies. Mix a little old with a little new and make a huge change! (Classroom Practices)

OSR103 - The Play’s the Thing: Responsive Approaches for Engaging Boys - Part 1 (Griffin, Larry): “All I see 
my child do is play here; when are you going to teach him something?” In an age of attention to school-readiness, 
some parents see little value in the play experiences that are provided for their preschool children. This session 
will consider an effective approach for demonstrating to parents how intentional play experiences are used to 
prepare children for school and life - especially boys! (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional 
Development) You must attend both Part 1 & Part 2!

OSR104 - Communicating with Families Across Cultures (Turner, Pam / Baugh, Belinda): Teachers will explore 
strategies for extending classroom learning to home environments. This session will offer activities that allow all 
parents, regardless of culture & languages, to participate in meaningful activities. (Parent Relations / Involve-
ment)

OSR105 - Connecting, Sharing & Learning: Resources for Parent Engagement Activities (Goode, Anne / Wright-
en, Jarma): With an emphasis on improving the educational experiences for children and increasing accountability, 
the Office of Head Start created a new web-based innovation: the Early Childhood Learning and Knowledge 
Center. Learn how to identify resources on the ECLKC that can be used to support parent engagement activities 
within your local program. (Parent Relations / Involvement)

OSR106 - Developing Math Concepts in Pre-K (Bowen, Kim): In this session, participants will experience why math 
can be difficult for preschool children. Learn strategies for promoting cognitive and mathematical development as 
well as information on formative math assessments that can be used in the classroom. (Math & Science)

OSR107 - Facilitating Young Children’s Outdoor Play, Moral Development and Interactions (Hernandez-Reif, 
Maria, Ph.D. / Horton, Charlotte / Kendrick, April): This presentation combines key results of three different 
studies focusing on the role of adults in facilitating young children’s outdoor play, moral development & adult-
child interactions. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional Development)

OSR108 - Learning to Read and Write Is Simply Child’s Play (Chambers, Janet): Build a successful literacy pro-
gram in your school using innovative and affordable techniques! Explore a variety of fun, multi-sensory activities 
that can meet the individual needs of every child at very little cost! (Language & Literacy)

OSR109 - Ain’t Misbehavin’ (Williams, Gloria H. / Garner, Cynthia / Hatcher, Marjorie): Participants will dis-
cover how to minimize distractions and disruptions while maximizing classroom learning experiences. (Devleopmen-
tally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional Development)

OSR110 - Math the Pre-K Way (Jones, Phyllis / Ramesy, JoAnn / Tucker, Brenda M. / Casey, Teresa / Davis, 
Cathy): This presentation will incorporate art into math, and introduce teachers to fun and innovative hands-on 
make and take activities that will enhance any math program. (Math & Science)
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OSR111 - Navigating Social Studies Using GPS (Cargo, Amanda / Bradley, Amy): This session concentrates on 
experiences related to geography, people and spaces (GPS) in a child’s here-and-now world. Using intentional 
approaches, participants will examine social studies within daily classroom experiences and learn strategies for 
expanding these basic concepts to create a more comprehensive curriculum. (Devleopmentally Appropriate Practice 
& Social Emotional Development)

OSR112 - Spinning a Storytelling Yarn with Children (Pace, Dianne): Participants will learn how to tell sto-
ries to children without a book and become promoters of oral literacy while learning the trades of storytelling. 
(Language & Literacy)

OSR113 - Using the “Guides to Speech and Action” to Promote a Positive Classroom Environment (Hudson, 
Carmen): This session is designed to introduce participants to the “Guides to Speech and Action” as a tool for 
promoting positive classroom environments and enhancing self-esteem in young children and provide opportunities 
for hands-on examination and practice using these “Guides”. (Classroom Practices)

OSR114 - What a Pre-K Day Looks Like - Part 1 (Poindexter, Carmelita / Bell, Pamela / Berry, Kim): This 
session will focus on DAP in the Pre-K setting, address how to plan your day & how to facilitate play in the Pre-
K classroom. Participants will have a better understanding of what DAP is and what should happen throughout 
the Pre-K day. (Classroom Practices) You must attend both Part 1 & Part 2!

				    Session 2 		  2:00pm - 3:30pm

OSR201 - The Play’s the Thing: Responsive Approaches for Engaging Boys - Part 2 (Griffin, Larry): “All I see 
my child do is play here; when are you going to teach him something?” In an age of attention to school-readiness, 
some parents see little value in the play experiences that are provided for their preschool children. This session 
will consider an effective approach for demonstrating to parents how intentional play experiences are used to 
prepare children for school and life - especially boys! (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional 
Development) You must attend both Part 1 & Part 2!

OSR202 - Be a Dynamic Duo (Smith, Sharleen): While challenging, the process of team-teaching within a class-
room provides experiences that greatly enhance the child’s learning environment and can be a valuable feedback 
mechanism for teachers. This session will discuss practical guidelines for seamless team-teaching. (Classroom Prac-
tices)

OSR203 - Roadmap to DAP (Bredekamp, Dr. Sue): In an extension of her keynote presentation, Dr. Sue Bredeka-
mp continues a discussion of how educators can reach the elusive goal of developing practices that promote learning 
& development for all children. (Developmentally Appropriate Practices & Social Emotional Development)

OSR204 - Bringing Puppets to Life for Learning (Pridgen, Anna): Participants will explore techniques for using 
puppets to teach math and literacy concepts. The Puppet Lady will also illustrate the beneficial role puppets can 
play in children’s social development. (Classroom Practices)

OSR205 - Building Family Partnerships (Pinkham, Nicole): A child’s learning environment is all around them - 
not just in a classoom. This session will provide practical engagement strategies to establish and build active par-
ent/family participation in and out of the classroom. (Parent Relationships / Involvement)

OSR206 - Expressing Creativity Through Art and Movement Activities (McLaughlin, Elyse / Farella, Erin / 
Jeon, Hyun-Joo Ph.D.): This presentation addresses the importance of creativity in children, factors influenc-
ing children’s creativitiy, the effects of creativity on children’s social competence, and implications for preschool 
teachers. (Music & Art)

OSR207 - Growing Up WILD: Connecting to Nature and Nature Play (West, Shirley): Experience Alabama De-
partment of Conservation and Natural Resources’ Project WILD Early Childhood Program! This exciting new 
program invites exploration and learning about wildlife and the outside world. (Math & Science)

OSR208 - Math in the Early Childhood Classroom (Burns, Lori): Participants will explore the Early Childhood 
essential math strands, developmentally appropriate mathematical strategies and hands-on activities for teaching 
Pre-K math. This session will focus on how young children construct mathematical understanding in different ways 
and at different times. (Math & Science) This session is also offered on Thursday!

OSR209 - Math: It’s More Than Just Numbers (Hicks, Delyne): Early childhood educators eager to introduce 
the marvelous mysteries of math will explore numerous hands-on activities in this fun-filled session. (Math & Sci-
ence)
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OSR210 - Morning Meeting: Much More Than Just a Message (Almony, Barbara / Albritton, Linda): Pack your 
morning meetings with interactive experiences that will provide children with opportunities to develop math, literacy 
and social skills. (Classroom Practices)

OSR211 - Multicultural Classrooms: Culturally Responsive Teaching in Pre-K (Norris, Dr. Katherine): It is 
crucial for teachers to create environments that support diverse students. This interactive workshop will engage 
participants and introduce them to strategies for creating culturally responsive classrooms. (Developmentally Ap-
propriate Practice & Social Emotional Development)

OSR212 - The Intentional Teacher: How to Teach with Purpose and Passion (Lee, Bobbie D.): This challenging and 
informative session focuses on the importance of being an intentional teacher, encouraging teachers to teach with 
purpose and inspiring them to have expected outcomes for daily routines and activities. (Classroom Practices)

OSR213 - What Can We Do About Preschool Bullies? (Logan, Mary Jo): In this session, participants will identify 
characteristics that can be used to determine if a classroom situation is that of typical preschool conflict or if it 
is bullying. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional Development)

OSR214 - What a Pre-K Day Looks Like - Part 2 (Poindexter, Carmelita / Bell, Pamela / Berry, Kim): This 
session will focus on DAP in the Pre-K setting, address how to plan your day & how to facilitate play in the Pre-
K classroom. Participants will have a better understanding of what DAP is and what should happen throughout 
the Pre-K day. (Classroom Practices) You must attend both Part 1 & Part 2!

				    Session 3 		  3:45pm - 5:15pm

OSR301 - Addressing Individualization on a Shoestring Budget (Carnes, Jody / Dugger, Edie): Teachers will 
learn innovative and creative ideas for using classroom materials in creative ways to meet the developmental needs 
of children on a tight budget! (Classroom Practices)

OSR302 - Childhood Obesity in Early Care and Education Programs (Ellis, Dawn) This presentation discusses 
the risk factors for, causes of and health complications related to childhood obesity; and give s participants op-
portunities to identify strategies to help prevent childhood obesity. (Health & Safety)

OSR303 - Daily Data: It’s An-All-Day Event (Dennis, Dr. Mary Beth / Moore, Karen / Alexander, Angie): 
This session focuses on integrating Data Analysis and Probability (Standard 5 of the Math Standards for Pre-
Kindergarten) into the daily schedule in a variety of meaningful ways. (Math & Science)

OSR304 - Digital Learning Experiences for Pre-K Children (Durham, Lauren / Popwell, Andrea ): This presen-
tation will explore the use of digital learning in the Pre-K classroom. Real life examples of digital learning in the 
classroom will be provided through narrative & video, and participants will identify ways to incorporate technol-
ogy in the classroom. (Classroom Practices)

OSR305 - From Pre-K to Kindergarten: A Transition Guide for Teachers (Lee, Bobbie D.): This enlightening, 
hands-on training is designed to give Early Childhood Educators simple and flexible tools to assist children in 
a successful transition from pre-k to kindergarten. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional 
Development)

OSR306 - Improving Attitudes and Motivation in the Pre-K Classroom (Hudson, Robert): Participants will have 
FUN while learning practical and usable methods for improving attitudes and creating motivation in the Pre-K 
classroom. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional Development)

OSR307 - Laugh and Learn Using Puppets, Stories and Songs (Pridgen, Anna): Come learn how to incorporate 
puppets into your classroom to teach literacy, math & social concepts and use catchy songs to reinforce these 
concepts. You will leave laughing and equipped to use puppets as a tool for learning! (Language & Literacy)

OSR308 - Parent Engagement and Early Literacy (Patterson, Theresa): Preschoolers are constantly building 
knowledge from their school experience and family life. Teachers will work in groups to create activities and re-
sources for parents to use to support children’s development. (Parent Relations / Involvement)

OSR309 - Grow a Love of Language & Literacy with Social Emotional Development (Wheeler, Diane): During 
this session, participants will be guided with authentic multicultural literature that builds background knowledge 
& connects early learners to the world of reading. This session will also provide advances in social emotional 
develoment with strong emphasis on community and family. (Language & Literacy)
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OSR310 - Science Rocks! (Young, Janika / Harper, Johanna): This session will discuss and demonstrate creative 
ways that science content can be integrated into all domains of the Pre-K classroom. (Math & Science)

OSR311 - Strengthening Preschool-K Alignment through the Home (Robertson, Ron/ Jordan, Michelle/ Ed-
wards, James):  Children enter Kindergarten from a variety of different settings with varying educational expe-
riences. Best practices to support alignments between teachers & families play a key role in ensuring readiness 
success. This session will demonstrate a four step home-school curriculum alignment delivery system & provide 
participants with strategies on how to develop real time classroom experiences that families can use to create a 
home environment that aligns with the preschool classroom. (Parent Relations / Involvement)

OSR312 - The Alphabet as a Whole: Beyond Letter of the Week (Almony, Barbara / Albritton, Linda): Help 
children see the alphabet as a whole entity. This session will use authentic experiences and a multiple sensory ap-
proach to facilitate children’s letter recognition. (Language & Literacy)

OSR313 - Toe Tapping Math Patterns (Skiles, Tara): Participants will learn ways to use music to support emer-
gent math skills with Pre-K students and have a hands-on experience with musical instruments and props. (Math 
& Science)

Thursday, April 21, 2011
			   General Session 		  8:00am - 9:30am
OSR008 - Healthy Children: A Critical Component of School Readiness (Raulerson, Dr. Marsha / Trimm, Dr. R. 
Franklin): Join a panel of experienced pediatricians to identify common health problems among Alabama’s children, 
including developmental assessments, childhood obesity & immunizations. Learn about the impact these health is-
sues have on a child’s success in school & how educators, families & pediatricians can work together to ensure a 
successful future for Alabama’s children. (Health & Safety)

				    Session 4 		  9:45am - 11:00am

OSR401 - A Journey Toward a Natural Playscape (Cumbie, Emily): In this session, the presenter will share her 
experiences of moving from a traditional playground to a natural playscape. Explore the pros and cons, as well 
as the “why” and “how” of going back to nature. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional 
Development)

OSR402 - All Aboard! Exploring Science with “Dinosaur Train” (Martin, Caroline): Participants will identify 
and explore ways to build on young children’s natural encounters with scientific concepts by providing experiences 
that are visual, concrete and relevant. (Math & Science)

OSR403 - Classroom Strategies for Preventing Disruptive and Aggressive Behavior (Boxmeyer, Caroline Ph.D. 
/ Lochman, John Ph.D. / Powell, Nicole Ph.D. / Gilpin, Ansley Ph.D.):: This session will provide an overview of 
evidence-based classroom curricula for teaching preschoolers social and emotional skills and preventing disruptive 
and aggressive behavior. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional Development)

OSR404 - Managing Behavior and Crisis in the Pre-K Classroom (Hudson, Robert): Participants will learn a 
behavior management approach and techniques that will help them manage challenges in the classroom in an en-
tertaining and engaging fashion. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional Development)

OSR405 - Math in the Early Childhood Classroom (Burns, Lori): Participants will explore the Early Childhood 
essential math strands, developmentally appropriate mathematical strategies and hands-on activities for teaching 
Pre-K math. This session will focus on how young children construct mathematical understanding in different ways 
and at different times. (Math & Science) This session is also offered on Wednesday!

OSR406 - Recognizing Higher Quality: Alabama’s Quality Rating and Improvement System (McGinnis, Clemen-
tine): This session provides information on Alabama’s development of a Quality Rating Improvement System (QRIS) 
to assess, improve and communicate the quality of child care settings. (Advocacy / Public Awareness / Issues in 
Pre-K)

OSR407 - Science of Light, Reflection & Colors (Alexander, Andrea): This motivational session will encourage 
teachers to conduct hands-on science experiments about light, color, reflection & energy using simple, inexpensive 
materials.  (Math & Science)
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OSR408 - Using Art to Enhance Development for Special Needs Children (Sacco, Karen): This presentation will 
provide learners with opportunities to learn the value of using art with special needs children. Participants will 
also discover ways to adapt art materials to meet their developmental needs. (The Exceptional Child)

OSR409 - Vaccine Preventable and Infectious Diseases in the Childcare Setting (Miller, Sarah Martha): Partici-
pants will learn the importance of vaccines and identify the major infectious diseases affecting children in class-
room settings. (Health & Safety)

OSR410 - Wired and Head Strong Children: Shape Them Not Break Them! (Leggett, Timothy W. / Bell, David / 
Paxton, Jackie/ Costley, Kevin): Join in an informative discussion about development, differences, influences, and 
aggression. The panel will address practical ways parents and teachers can help shape the will of children without 
damaging their spirit. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional Development)

OSR411 - Working with Families to Ensure Child Success (Anderson, Sherry Jo): Family interactions and inter-
personal relationships have an enormous impact on a child’s development. In this session, educators will engage in 
discussions on how to maximize those interchanges to produce positive outcomes for children. (Parent Relations / 
Involvement)

OSR412 - You Can Come to My Birthday Party (Vollenweider, Margaret): Promoting healthy social emotional 
development is an important goal. Come discuss strategies to intentionally teach children how to build friendships, 
regulate emotions and solve problems. (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & Social Emotional Development)

OSR413 - Young English Language Learners (Bell, Douglas D. Jr. Ph.D.): This workshop will provide partici-
pants with information helpful in working with young children that do not speak English as a primary language and 
strategies for scaffolding them in the classroom. (Language & Literacy)

			   Closing Session with Dr. Jean Feldman 		
11:15am - 12:30pm

OSR009 - Better Bodies & Brains: Let’s Get Moving! (Feldman, Dr. Jean): You learn on your feet, not on your 
seat! When children move and dance, sing and wiggle, more senses are activated and the message is more likely to 
get to the brain. Come get happy and have some fun while you learn! (Developmentally Appropriate Practice & 
Social Emotional Development)

Hotel Accomodations

Renaissance Montgomery Hotel & Spa at The Convention Center

201 Tallapoosa Street 
Montgomery, Alabama 36104  

Phone:  1-334-481-5000 
Fax:  1-334-481-5005 

Toll-free:  1-877-545-0311
www.marriott.com

Ask for the 
Pre-K Conference Rate! 

$129 per night



Conference Presenters
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Sherry Jo Anderson - Tennessee State University
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David Bell - Arkansas Tech University

Douglas Bell, Jr. Ph.D. - Kennesaw State University

Pamela Bell - Office of School Readiness

Kimberly Berry - Office of School Readiness

Kim Bowen - Madison City Schools

Caroline Boxmeyer, Ph.D. - University of Alabama

Amy Bradley - Jefferson County Committee for    		
	          Economic Opportunity

Lori Burns - Pearson

Amanda Cargo - Jefferson County Committee for   		
		    Economic Opportunity

Jody Carnes - Community Action Partnership

Teresa Casey - Selma City Schools

Janet Chambers - Tuscaloosa Academy

Kevin Costly - Arkansas Tech University

Emily Cumbie - Auburn University Early Learning    		
		C  enter

Cathy Davis - Selma City Schools

Dr. Mary Beth Dennis - Office of School Readiness

Michelle DeRamus - University of Alabama

Kelly Dickey - University of Alabama

Edie Dugger - Community Action Partnership

Lauren Durham - Woodville Pre-K
James Edwards - Virginia Preschool Initiative

Dawn Ellis, MPH, RN - Alabama Department of  		
			      Public Health

Erin Farella - University of Alabama

Cynthia Garner - Jefferson County Committee for 		
		      Economic Opportunity

Ansley Gilpin, Ph.D. - University of Alabama

Anne Goode - Head Start Knowledge & Information 	
		  Management Service

Larry Griffin - Kaplan Early Learning Company

Johanna Harper - The Sheltering Arms

Marjorie Hatcher - Jefferson County Committee for 	
		         Economic Development

Maria Hernandez-Reif - University of Alabama

Delyne Hicks - YWCA
Charlotte Horton, Ed.S. - University of Alabama

Carmen Hudson - University of Alabama

Robert Hudson - Glenwood, Inc.
Dr. Hyun-Joo Jeon - University of Alabama

Phyllis Jones - Selma City Schools

Michelle Jordan - Virginia Preschool Initiative

April Kendrick, M.S. - University of Alabama

Bobbie Lee - AGC Training Center

Timothy Leggett - Arkansas Tech University

Dr. Bisa Bitten Lewis - Ideal Early Learning, LLC
John Lochman, Ph.D. - University of Alabama

Mary Jo Logan - United Cerebral Palsy

Caroline Martin - Alabama Public Television

Clementine McGinnis - Alabama Department of Human   	
			    Resources

Elyse McLaughlin - University of Alabama

Sarah Martha Miller - Alabama Department of Public 	
			     Health

Karen Moore - Flatwoods Elementary School

Dr. Katherine Norris - West Chester University of 		
			     Pennsylvania

Dianne Pace, M.A.Ed - Northwest-Shoals Community 	
			     College

Theresa Patterson - Office of School Readiness

Jackie Paxton - Arkansas Tech University

Nicole Pinkham - Alabama Training Institute

Carmelita Poindexter - Office of School Readiness

Andrea Popwell - Woodville Pre-K
Nicole Powell, Ph.D - University of Alabama

Anna Pridgen - Puppet Lady Products, Inc.
JoAnn Ramsey - Selma City School

Ron Robertson - Virginia Preschool Initiative

Karen Sacco - United Cerebral Palsy

Tara Skiles - Office of School Readiness

Sharleen Smith - Alabama Training Institute

Brenda Tucker - Selma City Schools

Pam Turner - Lauderdale County Head Start

Margaret Vollenweider - Auburn University Early 		
			       Learning Center

Shirley West - Alabama Department of Conservation 	
		   & Natural Resources

Dianne Wheeler - Zaner-Bloser Educational 
		      Publishers

Gloria Williams - Jefferson County Committee for 		
		      Economic Development

Jarma Wrighten - Head Start Knowledge &          	
		       Information Management Service

Janika Young - The Sheltering Arms
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Registration for the Pre-K Conference will begin on Monday, February 14, 2011. Early Bird rates will be •	
available to anyone who registers between February 14, 2011 and March 11, 2011. The Registration dead-
line is April 1, 2011.

On-site registration will only be taken if space is available. Those registering on-site will have limited op-•	
tions for workshops. Meals are not available to on-site participants.

The conference fees are as follows:•	
Early Bird

by 3/11
Regular
3/11 - 4/1 *On-Site

Pre-Conference Sessions - Tues. 4/19/2011 $60 $85 $85
Pre-Conference Lunch $25 $30 N/A
Conference Sessions - Wed. 4/20/11 ONLY $75 $100 $105
Conference Sessions - Thurs. 4/21/11 ONLY $75 $100 $105
Conference Sessions - Wed. & Thur., 4/20 - 4/21 $100 $125 $130

The First Class Friends for Alabama’s Children Awards Luncheon•	  must be paid for with your registra-
tion. The cost is $35 for conference participants and $45 for non-participants. You must pre-register for 
this event and can not purchase tickets to this event on-site.

Seating is limited in many break-out sessions. Please indicate a 1st, 2nd & 3rd choice for each session. We •	
will do our best to put you into a session of your choice. If alternate choices are not indicated, you may be 
placed in a session based solely on seating availability.

All payments are made payable to •	 VOICES for Alabama’s Children.

Register by Mail:•	  Registrations will not be processed without payment. Please send your completed regis-
tration along with form of payment to the following address:

GRCMA Early Childhood Directions
P.O. Box 16005

Mobile, AL 36616

Register Online: •	 If you are paying with a credit or debit card, you can register ONLINE! Online registra-
tions will receive an electronic confirmation that your registration has been received and payment pro-
cessed. (http://children.alabama.gov)

Confirmations that registration has been received & processed will only be sent electronically via email. No •	
confirmations will be mailed. If you do not put an email address on your registration, you will not receive a 
confirmation.

Confirmations will not detail your class selections. You will pick up your detailed schedule at the confer-•	
ence when you arrive. Again, we will do our best to put you into a session of your choice. If alternate 
choices are not indicated, you may be placed in a session based solely on seating availability.

 
If you have any questions regarding conference registration, please contact Danielle Golston at 334-353-•	
2715 or danielle.golston@dca.alabama.gov.

Conference Registration



Alabama Department of Children’s Affairs
Office of School Readiness

2011 Alabama Pre-K Conference

Moving Forward 4 Children
RegistRation FoRM

REGISTRATION
Name ______________________________________________________   Title__________________________________

Organization________________________________________________________________________________________

Address ___________________________________________________________________________________________

City / State / Zip ______________________________________________  County_______________________________

Phone (          )___________________   Cell Phone (          )___________________   Fax (          )___________________

E-mail ____________________________________________________________________________________________

Check All That Apply: qPre-K Teacher   qKindergarten    qHead Start    qPublic School   qFaith Based  qChild Care Provider   
qCenter   qHome   qAdministrator / Director   qAdvocate  qFirst Class Pre-K Teacher     qOther_______________________

SPECIAl NEEDS q Equal Access         q Special Dietary  (Please Explain)
______________________________________________________________________________________________

CONFERENCE FEES     early Bird             Regular          on-site*
      by 3/11/11            after 3/11/11
Pre-Conference Tuesday         $60                     $85                   $85             $________
Pre-Conferenece Lunch Tuesday                      $25                     $30                   N/A            $________ 
Conference Wednesday         $75                     $100                $105            $________
Conference Thursday         $75                     $100                $105            $________
Conference Wednesday & Thursday        $100                   $125                $130            $________
Special Event - Awards Luncheon               Participants $35                      Non-Participants $45     $________
(First Class Friends for Alabama’s Children Luncheon - MUST PRE-REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT! No On-Site Registration)

      ToTal ConferenCe fees      $________

l All conference fees are          
non-refundable.
l On-site registration will be 
taken only if space is available.
l Those registering on-site will 
have limited options for workshops.
l All meals must be paid in      
advance & are not available to    
on-site registrants.
l Registrations will not be      
processed withoug payment.

wORKSHOP SESSIONS
Please complete this form and return to:

gRCMa early Childhood Directions
P.o. Box 16005

Mobile, alabama 36616

Read about important changes to 
the Registration process BEFORE                         

submitting this form!
You will receive a Confirmation via email that 

your registration has been received & processed. 
You will receive your detailed schedule with class 

selections at the conference. 
Confirmations will only be sent via email.

Seating is limited. Choose a 1st, 2nd, & 3rd choice. 
Write the course number for the workshops in each session.

1st 
Choice

2nd 
Choice

3rd 
Choice

Tuesday, 4/19/2011 - Pre-Conference 
wednesday, 4/20/2011   -   Opening    -    9:00am - 10:30am
wednesday, 4/20/2011   -   Session 1   - 10:45am - 12:15pm
wednesday, 4/20/2011   -   Session 2   -    2:00pm - 3:30pm
wednesday, 4/20/2011   -   Session 3   -    3:45pm - 5:15pm
Thursday, 4/21/2011   - General Session - 8:00am - 9:30am
Thursday, 4/21/2011      -   Session 4   -    9:45am - 11:00am
Thursday, 4/21/2011       -   Closing   -    11:15am - 12:30pm

PAymENT mETHOD
qCheck # _______________      qPurchase Order # _________________________ (Purchase Order Form must be attached!)

Credit Card:   qVisa         qmasterCard         qAmerican Express         qDiscover
Name on card: __________________________________________________  Credit Card #: _____________________________________ 
Billing Address: _______________________________________________________________________________
City / State / Zip: ________________________________________________  Exp Date: _______________   Security Code: ___________

are you paying with a credit card? Register onLine today for expedited service!

Make all checks payable to: VOICES for Alabama’s Children

QuesTions?????? Contact Danielle Golston at 334-353-2715 or Danielle.Golston@dca.alabama.gov

regisTraTion DeaDline - april 1, 2011



Alabama Department of Children’s Affairs 
would like to give a special thanks to our 

Platinum and Gold Level Sponsors 
of the Alabama Pre-K Conference

Alabama Department of Education - Platinum

Alabama Head Start Association - Gold

Thank you for your support!


