REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

Department of Children’s Affairs

Office of School Readiness
P.O. Box 302755

Montgomery, AL. 36130-2755
Project:


1-Year Pre-K Analysis
Grant Award Amount:
$30,000 Maximum Amount

Eligible Applicants: 

Alabama colleges, Universities, and Non-profit Agencies
Due Date: 


January 31, 2013
I.
GENERAL INFORMATION

The Office of School Readiness (OSR), located within the Department of Children’s Affairs, was created by legislation in May 2000. It was created to establish collaborations at state and local levels that provide Alabama’s four year olds with high-quality early childhood experiences that prepare them for school. The goal of OSR is to ensure high-quality pre-kindergarten in Alabama by enhancing existing, and establishing new pre-kindergarten programs.

The OSR currently funds 217 First Class Pre-Kindergarten programs across the State, serving approximately 3,906 children. The programs are child-centered, family-focused, comprehensive and community-based, and designed to address appropriate developmental goals for children. First Class Pre-K provides full day (6.5 hours of services), five days per week, and 180 days per year of appropriate children’s programs for four year olds.

The OSR recognizes the importance of collaboration to create a unified system of early learning across the state and requires programs to partner with local agencies such as the Departments of Education and Human Resources, school systems, health and rehabilitation departments, Title I programs, and Head Start agencies. Funding for the pre-k sites is made possible through state agencies, government, and federal grants.

II. PURPOSE OF THE GRANT

OSR seeks competitive proposals to code, analyze, interpret, and present summaries of findings from the OSR Pre-K database, related to the efficacy of OSR efforts at preschool centers in the State of Alabama. More specifically, this analysis will entail center- and child-level data using select research-based instruments (i.e. LELA, PPVT, ECERS) for children enrolled in First Class Pre-K during academic year 2011-2012. 
III.
RESPONSIBLITIES OF THE GRANTEE 

· To gain approval from organization’s local research board on Human Subjects Protocol to complete data analysis
· To provide qualified staff to gather and analyze data from the OSR database for program year 2011-2012
· To provide a preliminary report of findings prior to the last day of the contract

· To provide a final summative analysis of findings on the last day of the contract
IV. PREPARING PROJECT PROPOSALS

A.
General Instructions- All proposals must be no more than 10 double-spaced, 
8.5”, single-side, typed, 12 font pages in length that include the following sections:
i. Project Design- specific details regarding how the project will be carried out; include experience in conducting research
ii. Personnel- persons that will carry out specific evaluation tasks; (include vitae of all key personnel in appendices)
iii. Work/Management Plan- include time line regarding when (i.e. dates) specific tasks will be completed 

iv. Reporting- what and at what times will reports be provided to the OSR; indicate personnel to be responsible for reporting 

v. Budget- cost of the evaluation with justification
B.
Deadline- All Proposals are due by 5:00 p.m. on January 31, 2013:

Mailing Address:

Office of School Readiness

Attention: Dr. Trellis Smith 

P.O. Box 302755

Montgomery, AL. 36130-2755


Physical Address:

Office of School Readiness

135 S. Union Street, Suite 237
Montgomery, AL. 

NOTE: Please DO NOT mail to the physical address; the physical address is for hand delivery only.

SCORING CRITERIA
All proposals will receive points based on the following:










Maximum Points

b. Quality of Project Design




(20 total points)

c. Quality of Project Personnel




(15 total points)

d. Quality of Management Plan




(15 total points)

e. Reporting






(10 total points)

f. Budget







(20 total points)
           80 points maximum
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