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FEDERAL GRANT AWARDED TO
CHILDREN'’S AFFAIRS

The Alabama Department of Children’s Affairs has recently been awarded a
federal grant from the Health Resources and Services Administration. This

visiting services in Alabama. The grant process requires that a comprehen-
sive needs assessment be undertaken, with the results being used to deter-
mine where services will be delivered. A requirement of the grant is that ser-
vices be provided in counties identified through the needs assessment as be-
ing the neediest. Many indicators must be utilized during the needs assess-
ment and some of them are factors such as poverty rates, children living in
poverty, domestic violence, crime rates, and available resources within the
community. The models which will be approved for providing home visiting
services have not yet been determined by the federal government. The final
piece of this grant is not yet in place, but it is anticipated that it will happen
soon. At that time, DCA can begin the process of meeting with the counties
that will be involved and planning for the provision of home visiting services.

We are very excited about the opportunity that Alabama has to develop a
home visiting program. Research has shown that home visiting programs
have a positive effect on children and families. Benchmarks will be estab-
lished to measure progress and will include improving maternal and new-
born health; preventing childhood injuries, abuse, neglect, maltreatment,
and reducing emergency room visits; improving school readiness and
achievement, reducing crime or domestic violence, improving family eco-
nomic self sufficiency, and improving coordination and referrals for other
community resources and supports.

grant will enable DCA to provide maternal, infant, and early childhood home E
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“Children are
the world’s
most valuable
resource
and its best
hope for the
future.”

-John F. Kennedy

MACON CPC HOST 1ST TOWN HALL MEETING

The Macon County citizens came out to let
their voices be heard. On August 23, 2010
the Macon County Children’s Policy Coun-
cil, under the leadership of Judge Aubrey
Ford, hosted their first Town Hall Meeting
at Booker T. Washington High School in
Tuskegee, AL. The motivation for this
meeting was to raise awareness about tru-
ancy, education and poverty conditions
that directly impact the future of Macon
County. The Town Hall meeting brought
together Children’s Policy Council mem-
bers, community leaders, parents and stu-
dents. Judge Ford served as the modera-
tor; he opened the meeting by sharing
some alarming statistics about the high
rates of teen pregnancy, poverty, illiteracy,
high school dropouts and juvenile crime.
The audience appeared stunned by the numbers, but the judge stated, “By working
together in unity we can make Tuskegee better in 10 years .”

Following the opening session, the group broke up into smaller sessions to address
their concerns of interest in Education, Juvenile Justice, Child Welfare, Youth, and
Health and Nutrition. While in the breakout sessions, the citizens discussed the
problems that youth in the county are facing and came up with some low cost/no
cost solutions that can be implemented to help move Macon County forward.

After the breakout session, the group reassembled to share their concerns and solu-
tions. The groups reported some of the following low cost solutions: seek computer
donations for schools from the state and federal government, partner with Tuskegee
University SGA for tutorial services, teach goal setting in schools, schools to collabo-
rate with the Health Department to keep immunization records current, use the ex-
isting Alabama 211 as a resource directory for citizens, increase Neighborhood
Watch, enforce Truancy Early Warning and start a parental accountability program
in the court.

The Town Hall meeting ended on a high note. The citizens attended to let their
voices be heard and now they are ready to take action to improve the conditions for
children and families in Macon County. The Town Hall meeting is a good example of
how Communities can be Safe, Engaged and Supportive.



HOUSTON CPC GETS A GENEROUS DONATION

On September 23, 2010, the Houston County Children’s Policy Council had
their regularly scheduled CPC meeting. This meeting was like most meetings.
The CPC members discussed old business, new business, and committee re-
ports were given.

After everyone had given their reports, CPC Chair, Judge Binford asked CPC
members District Attorney Doug Valeska if he had a report. In giving his re-
port Mr. Valeska surprised the entire Children’s Policy Council by pledging
$20,000 to the council for the purpose of hiring a CPC Executive Director.
Mr. Valeska stated, following a question about the funds, that the salary for
the CPC Executive Director will be on a continuous basis. The CPC erupted
with applause for the generous donation.

At the end of the meeting, everyone was excited about the future of the Hous-
ton County Children’s Policy Council. Some of the members talked with oth-
ers about how the CPC has grown over the years and how an Executive Direc-
tor will take the council to the next level. Judge Binford and Judge Ingram
will appoint a committee without delay to focus on finding the right person for
the job.

GOT ANY BIG IDEAS?
WE WANT TO HEAR ABOUT IT

Let’s say that you could spend a lunch meeting and pick the keynote speaker
yourself. Who would you want to hear? What issues would you like to have
addressed? What interests you most right now? Who would you want to hear
that would help you better meet the needs of the children in your community?
If you have any ideas, please let us know. Just answer these questions:

o If, for the benefit of county Children’s Policy Councils, the Department of
Children’s Affairs could bring a nationally known speaker to a single loca-
tion in the state for a luncheon, who would that speaker be?

e Ifyou don’t know of a speaker — what would the topic be?

e Would you be willing to pay for the cost of the meal in order to hear the
speaker?

Think about it . . . then email your responses to

“The most
beautiful
things in the
world cannot
be seen or
even touched,
they must be

felt with the

heart.”
-Helen Keller



mailto:amy.floyd@dca.alabama.gov?subject=Think%20Big!

“I continue
to believe that
if children
are given the
necessary
tools to
succeed, they
will succeed
beyond their
wildest

dreams!”
- David Vitter

DALE COUNTY REGIONAL ALLIANCE
4 CHILDREN

The Regional Alliance 4 Children, Inc. is proud to report the continuation
and refunding of the Youth Enrichment Services (YES) Program by the Ala-
bama Governor’s Office of Workforce Investment for the ninth consecutive
year. The YES Program is an initiative serving out-of-school youth ages 17-
21 in Dale, Coffee, Covington, and Geneva Counties. During the 2009-2010
Program Year, twenty-two Dale County youth were given GED and Career
Readiness Certificate (CRC) testing preparation, employability and work
readiness skills, assistance with applications to post-secondary and training
opportunities, monetary incentives for accomplishments, and field trip ex-
periences. Thirteen Dale County participants attained their GED, and four-
teen attained the CRC. Classes are held in the Midland City Housing Au-
thority Community Room, the Daleville Public Library, and the Ozark
Judge Jackson Community Center, which has recently undergone an exten-
sive renovation to better serve participants and employees with disabilities.
For more information about this innovative program, please call (334)774-

0886 or (334)393-3789.

Pictured (let to right) Renae Cox, students, Quamell Crittendon, student, Jeff Woodham, tutor, Joanna
Golden, student, Denese Dixon, tutor, Deon Beal, student.



TEEN HEADQUARTERS AIMS TO KEEP KIDS OFF
THE STEETS IN ELMORE COUNTY

At Least 20 teenagers sat watching intently as Vohnzell McCall diced tomatoes
and onions to make a fresh salsa in a wing of the old Wetumpka Junior High
School. The demonstration was part of the Cool Kids Cook portion of the new
local summer program called Teen Headquarters.

Teen Headquarters is designed to give those teens who are too old or can not
afford summer camps an opportunity to have fun, learn some valuable lessons to
mature and become productive citizens within their community, and also have
an opportunity to earn classroom credit so that they do not fall behind schedule
to graduate.

The program was developed through the assistance of the Elmore County School
System, Elmore County Juvenile Court Judge Maura Culberson, the Elmore
County Children’s Policy Council, and through grants from the Alabama Depart-
ment of Mental Health and the school system. “This is intended to keep kids off
the street, give them and opportunity to do some life type work and help expand

their horizons,” said June Myers, the program director.

Cool Kids Cook is one program which is offered every Thursday to show how the
teens can easily make and eat healthy foods themselves. On Thursday, staff
members, including Jeff Langham, were on hand to watch the demonstration
and partake of the summer lunch fare. “As a personal fan of Food Network, I
am elated to see students learn such a skill,” Langham said. “It was a pleasure
eating such delicious food: I begged for the recipes.

While some teens were learning how to make healthy food choices, at least 10 “K'd

. were le olees, at le: ids go
were in the educational wing of the program to bone up on subjects like history, .
science, and literature. “This program allows for these teenagers to earn aca- where there 1S
demic credits so they don't fall behind,” Myers said. .

excitement.

In addition to cooking and educational programs, the teens also mix in some h
time for fun. One day the teens will be going to a Montgomery YMCA to swim T ey S tay
and another day the teens will go the Montgomery skating rink. Teen Headquar- wh ere th ere i S
ters meets each Tuesday and Thursday of the week at a minimal cost. “At least 9
we know these teenagers are not getting into something they should not be at lOve .
least two days a week,” Myers added. - Zig Ziglar

Free SAT preparation website at
INeedAPencil.com



INeedAPencil.com

“We worry
about what

a child will
become

tomorrow, yet

we forget that

he is someone
today.”

-Stacia Tauscher

SMARTSTART ALABAMA PARTNERSHIP FOR
CHILDREN

SmartStart Alabama Partnership for Children is excited to announce Mission
Ready Alabama. This important work, based on the national Mission: Readi-
ness (www.MissionReadiness.org) movement, will bring retired military lead-
ers together to address the critical need to provide quality early learning ex-
periences to all our state's children.

According to a 2009 Mission: Readiness press release, nearly 400,000 young
people in Alabama are unable to join the military. The press release states
that "75 percent of young people ages 17 to 24 are unable to enlist in the mili-
tary because they fail to graduate high school, have a criminal record, or are
physically unfit”.

In Alabama, that would mean nearly 400,000 young adults cannot join.
However, that may actually be a low estimate because, compared to the na-
tional average, Alabama has more young people who are overweight, (37% vs.
32%), and more young people without on-time high schools degrees, (33% vs.
26%)." Alabama plays a critical role in military service for our country, as
evidenced by data from the National Priorities Project which shows that Ala-
bama ranks third in the country for rate of recruitment of 18 to 24 year olds.

Through Mission Ready Alabama, retired Military leaders will come together
to support policies to ensure that a high priority is placed on our children's
most critical years of learning and development. For more information about
Ready Alabama email Robin
rmackey@SmartStartAlabama.org or call her at (256) 310-6621.

Mission Mackey at

2010 KIDS COUNT DATA BOOK IS NOW
AVAILABLE ONLINE

Voices is pleased to offer online access to
the Alabama Kids Count Data Book,
thanks to the generosity of Alabama
Power Company and the other major
sponsors of the Alabama Kids Count Pro-
ject.

Buy your copy or access the online version

2010 ALABAVA in whole or in part at www. .org
KIDS COUNT

DATA BOOK



http://www.alavoices.org/

2010 NEEDS ASSESSMENT UPDATE
THIRD YEAR OF RBA FORMAT

The 2010 Needs Assessment Update marks
the third year of utilizing a Results Based
Accountability format for the Needs Assess-
ment. Though the Needs Assessment will
have a new look and a new focus next year,
the three year journey has proven itself to be
a valuable tool in looking at the most press-
ing issues facing children in Alabama. Action
plans have been put into place, results have
been realized, and new plans have been
made. Documenting accomplishments has
provided a time to reflect on how much has
been achieved and plan for the future.

The 2010 Alabama Children’s Needs Assess-
ment Update once again reflects the effort at
the county level to insure that children and families have access to needed ser-
vices and programs. The County Children’s Policy Councils should be justifiably
proud of their many accomplishments and the steps that have already been
taken to improve the lives of Alabama’s children and families.

Last year at this time, Judge Jim Kramer from Shelby County offered us this
quote. It is a fitting way to introduce this year’s Needs Assessment Update.

Getting agencies, associations, treatment providers, and representatives to meet
bi-monthly....$0

Having association with agencies and representatives that care about children....

$0

Talking about the needs of children in my community and ways to address the
needs....$0

Having an annual report of the most pressing needs facing children
in my county, as determined by the people most involved with

children, together with a plan to address those needs....Priceless!

2010 NEEDS ASSESSMENT NOW ONLINE

The 2010 Needs Assessment produced through the efforts of the County Chil-
dren’s Policy Councils, the Alabama Children’s Policy Council, and the Depart-
ment of Children’s Affairs is available online. Go to

and go to Divisions & Programs then click on the Children’s Policy Council

page.

“The way you
get meaning
into your life is
to devote your-
self to loving
others, devote
yourself to
your commu-
nity around
you, and de-
vote yourself to
creating some-
thing that
gives you pur-
pose and

meaning.”
- Mitch Albom



http://www.children.alabama.gov/

DCA MISSION:

The mission of the Alabama
Department of Children’s
Affairs is to provide state
leadership that identifies,
promotes, and coordinates
services for children, their
families, and communities.

DCA VISION:

The vision of the Alabama
Department of Children’s
Affairs is a well coordinated
and high quality system of
services for all Alabama’s
Children and their families.

WORKING TOGETHER TO IMPROVE
THE LIVES OF ALABAMA’S CHILDREN

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!

If you would like share any information about what your CPC is do-
ing please contact amy.floyd@dca.alabama.gov. We look forward to
hearing from you!

WE HAVE MOVED!

In February of this year, the Department of Children’s Affairs relocated to a new home. We
moved from the Business Center of Alabama to The Alabama Center for Postsecondary
Education Building. We have adjusted well to our new home and would like to remind eve-
ryone of our new address.

Our NEW Mailing Address is:
Alabama Department of Children’s Affairs

P.O. Box 302755
Montgomery, Alabama 36130-2755

Our NEW Physical Address is:
Alabama Department of Children’s Affairs
135 S. Union Street, Suite 215
Montgomery, Alabama 36130

Phone Numbers

DCA 334-353-2700 334-353-2701 (Fax)
Susan McKim 334-353-2709 334-652-8344 (cell)
Liletta Jenkins 334-353-2710 334-328-2562 (cell)
Amy Floyd 334-353-2708 334-414-4900 (cell)
Tammy Coates 334-353-2707 334-590-3549 (cell)


http://www.children.alabama.gov/

