[bookmark: _GoBack]FIRST CLASS PRE-K QUALITY ASSURANCES
All First Class Pre-Kindergarten Providers are required to follow the program and classroom guidelines established by the Office of School Readiness (see attachment), additionally, a potential provider MUST to qualify ensure the following:

____	Each Child is four years old on or before September 1, 2014.

____	Each classroom shall have no more than 18 students with a 9:1 student to staff ratio.
· Programs can apply for a waiver to allow up to 20 children (10:1 ratio) or less than 18 children(>9:1) per classroom if they can document that the waiver will not adversely affect the students and will not affect the program’s ability to meet other standards. (e.g. children with involved disabilities)
____ 	Adequate classroom space – a minimum of 35 square feet of floor space per child or 630 square feet (in one room) for 18 children.  Room space should not include closet space. Please include room dimensions with your grant application. (Also provide photographs of room).  
	
____	Access to an age-appropriate playground (Provide photographs of playground and 
equipment).

____    Water and toilet facilities easily accessible to the classroom.

____	Hold a current license from the Department of Human Resources or willingness to be licensed and inspected by DHR (all programs must meet the OSR High Quality Pre-K Standards, see Appendix A)

____    Background checks for personnel of the Pre-Kindergarten program class.

____    Teachers who meet the following credentials:

Lead Teacher
· Must be 21 years of age or older
· Must have at least one of the following credentials listed below:
1. Certified in Early Childhood Education 
2. Four-year degree in Child Development

Assistant Teacher
· Must be 19 years of age or older
· Must possess a high school diploma or equivalent
· Must possess a Child Development Associate credential/or appropriate coursework in the field of Early Childhood Education or Child Development (9-12 hours in child development/ECE/or appropriate other coursework)

____	Commit to using an OSR approved comprehensive, developmentally appropriate curriculum. 

____	Provide a plan for measuring student outcomes through their school career.

____     Use a philosophical approach and curriculum that are developmentally appropriate and that address the eight domains in the OSR Performance Standards for four-year-olds. The domains are:
 
Emergent Literacy				Emergent Numeracy 
Creative Arts 					Science and Environmental Education 
Technology 					Physical Health and Development	
Social and Emotional Development 		Approaches to Learning 		 

Please visit http://www.children.alabama.gov for Alabama Developmental Standards for Preschool Children.

____    Provide 180 days of children’s program, 6.5 hours per day, and 7 teacher 
            preparation/in-service days.

____    Provide health screenings for all children (physical exam, vision, hearing, dental), and 
            crisis intervention/mental health services.

____   Assure that teaching staff attend 30 hours of professional development opportunities, at least 15      
            hours of which will be provided by the Office of School Readiness. Substitutes must be provided  
            while teachers are at professional development. Student teacher ratio must remain at OSR required  
            levels.

_____ 	Fully participate in a coaching relationship with the Office of School Readiness for continuous
		improvement of classroom practice, environment, and administration.

_____   Provide verification of financial solvency including a recent certified financial statement or most recent audit.

____    Understand that funding is contingent upon the absolute fulfillment of the First Class Pre-K
	requirements, state funding availability, and a successful site visit.

____    Review and adhere to the Alabama Office of School Readiness High Quality Standards 
		for Pre-Kindergarten. www.children.alabama.gov/pages/?pageID=21

		Utilize GOLD assessment and report data for students in accordance with OSR guidelines.

		Develop and implement parent involvement plan.

_____   Use Alabama’s Developmental Standards for Preschool Children as the standards for providing   
             instruction.

I certify that the proposed Pre-K classroom will comply with the above requirements:

Signature ________________________________ Date ________________________
Authorized Person

If classroom will be located in a public school, this document must also be signed by Principal of school where site is to be located.


Principal Signature						Printed Name

