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September 1, 2016

TO: Deans of Education
FROM:  Philip C. Cleveland PCC
Interim State Superintendent of Education

SUBJECT: Pre-K Teacher Certification Options

For months, Ms. Jeana Ross, Secretary, Department of Early Childhood Education, and I have been
working together to increase the supply of individuals who are prepared to teach children ages birth to
four. Recently, Ms. Ross and I met with selected staff members from her department and this department
to ask them to work together to develop an overview of options for earning a Pre-K certificate that will be
issued by the Alabama State Department of Education.

The document attached to this memorandum provides a summary of two options, one leading to a Class B
Pre-K Professional Educator Certificate and the other leading to a Pre-K Child Development Certificate.
Provision of the Child Development Certificate option requires accreditation by the National Association
for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC). For the Class B program option, the rules specific to
Pre-K will be the same NAEYC-based rules that are provided on pages 278-280 of the Educator
Preparation Chapter of the Alabama Administrative Code [Rule 290-3-3-.05(2)(a)-(f)].

It is not our intent to eliminate the Class B Early Childhood Education (P-3) program option. No institution
will be required to develop a Pre-K program. ALSDE staff members have confirmed with Dr. Stevie
Chepko, Senior Vice President, Council for Accreditation of Educator Preparation (CAEP), that a Pre-K
program is not subject to CAEP review and accreditation.

Please share this information with members of your faculty as well as with faculty in your institution’s
College/School/Division/Department of Family and Consumer Sciences, Human Sciences, or Human
Environmental Sciences. If you have comments, suggestions, and/or questions, please send them to
Dr. Jayne A. Meyer at jmeyer@alsde.edu by September 23, 2016. Soon thereafter, we will begin the
preparation of rules to be presented to the Alabama State Board of Education.

Thank you for your participation in this process.
PCC/JAM/SG
Attachment

Dr. Jayne A. Meyer
Mrs. Shavon H. Cummings

cc:  Ms. Jeana Ross
Dr. Mark Kirkemier
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